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 The debate over the concept of Indonesia's national defense and security system has 

been a significant topic since independence until the reform era. This article aims to 

discuss the dynamics of the Universal People's Defense System within the National 

Defense and Security System from the independence period to the reform era. A 

documentation study method is used to collect and analyze important documents such 

as laws, government policies, official reports, and relevant literature. Data analysis is 

conducted to identify significant changes in the concept and implementation of the 

National Defense System and its impact on the system's sustainability. Findings 

indicate that the national defense concept remains relevant and should be maintained. 

The Universal People's System involves all societal components, territorial integrity, 

natural resources, and other means, strengthening military and non-military defense 

integration, increasing respect, and enhancing deterrence. This concept is still valid in 

the reform era and remains upheld after the 1945 Constitution amendment. The debate 

on Indonesia's national protection and security system has been a fundamental issue 

from independence to the reform era, covering national security, protection, safety 

functions, and policies. Implications for education include integrating national defense 

topics in schools to foster public awareness and participation, contributing to a well-

informed, participatory society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Universal People's System is an abbreviation for "Universal People's Defense and Security 

System." The history of the Universal People's System originates from the concept of defense and 

security implemented by Indonesia in an effort to ensure state sovereignty and security. This concept is 

recognized as a holistic and integrated approach to overcome various challenges related to defense and 

security. The history of the Universal People's System begins at the time of Indonesian independence. 

Since the proclamation of independence on 17 August 1945, Indonesia has been faced with various 

security challenges, both from within and outside the country. Initially, national defense was more 

military in nature, considering the geopolitical situation and security uncertainty. However, as time goes 

by and developments in global security dynamics, Indonesia realizes that a defense approach that 

involves all components of society and integrates various sectors is very important. Therefore, the 

Universal People's System was developed as a concept that includes collaboration between the military, 

government and society in order to create optimal security conditions. In 1985, the concept of the 

Universal People's System was officially recognized and implemented through Presidential Decree of 

the Republic of Indonesia Number 26 of 1985 concerning the Universal People's Defense and Security 

System. With this policy, Indonesia mandates close cooperation between the TNI (Indonesian National 

Army), Polri (State Police of the Republic of Indonesia), and components of society in maintaining 

national security. The implementation of the Universal People's System does not only include military 

aspects, but also involves social, economic and political aspects. The main principle is that defense and 

security is not the exclusive responsibility of the military, but is a shared responsibility of all elements 

of society. In this way, the Universal People's System strengthens cooperation between the TNI, Polri 

and citizens to create a safe and stable environment. The Universal People's System continues to 
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develop over time in accordance with strategic developments and national security. The history of the 

Universal People's System reflects the spirit of unity and cooperation between the military, government 

and society in maintaining Indonesia's sovereignty and security. 

The success of national and state life can be identified through two key factors, namely 

prosperity and security (Tušer et al., 2021). As stated by Hikam, success in the security sector is the 

main basis for realizing economic development in order to achieve prosperity (Gunneriusson, 

2022;Court et al., 2024). Likewise, efforts to improve community welfare require significant 

achievements in the security sector (Hikam, 2018: 2). This perspective is reinforced by Hidayat's view, 

which states that welfare and security have an interdependent or intermistic relationship (Hidayat et al, 

2017: 120;Cunningham & Kharod, 2024;Maltsev, 2023;Campioni et al., 2023). Prosperity and security, 

as basic needs of society, require appropriate policies and regulations, especially considering the 

development of various threats in the context of globalization (Verspieren & Shiroyama, 

2019;Verspieren & Shiroyama, 2019). Therefore, maintaining and strengthening prosperity and security 

is an important task for the government in achieving sustainable development goals in this modern era. 

Reform in the defense and security sector is a crucial aspect in efforts to bring about significant 

change at the national level. Along with demands for national reform, a number of problems arise, 

especially related to the definition of national security and state security, as well as the differences in 

function between defense and security. Debates regarding regulations and responsibilities in various 

ministries are also the main focus in the context of this reform (Sukmadi, 2010: 3). To respond to this 

challenge, appropriate steps need to be taken. An in-depth analysis of the country's environment, 

including ideological, political, economic, social and cultural developments at the domestic, regional 

and international levels, is a necessity (Witarti and Armandha, 2018: 88). Only with a comprehensive 

understanding of these dynamics can governments design defense and security policies that meet 

contemporary needs and challenges. The importance of synergy in government is also recognized as a 

key in building and increasing the effectiveness of the defense and security sector. So that the direction 

and targets of defense and security can be achieved, a structured agenda is needed that involves 

coordination and cooperation between related agencies (Alfajri, Setiawan, and Wahyudi, 2019: 104). 

This includes aligning regulations and assigning responsibilities, so that each element can contribute 

optimally according to their respective roles and functions. However, in implementing these reforms, 

the principles of national doctrine and philosophy must still be the guide. In line with Mukhtar's opinion 

(2017:134;Maulana1 et al., 2022), defense and security reform must be based on nationally recognized 

values and beliefs. This is important to maintain national cohesion and identity in the face of changing 

times and continuously developing global dynamics. Thus, this reform not only creates structural 

changes, but also ensures continuity with the broader national vision and mission. 

The development of strategic issues such as globalization, industrial revolution, 

democratization, humanity, radicalism and terrorism have resulted in significant changes in the threat 

landscape faced by a country. As highlighted by Susetyo (2008:2) and Fagà & Casarotti (2022), the 

scope of threats is increasingly complex and not only limited to military aspects. Understanding security 

threats must also include non-military factors that contribute to national instability. Technological 

developments and globalization, for example, have brought new challenges such as an increase in 

asymmetric crimes and cybercrime (Ardiyanti, 2016: 107;Alexander, 2023;Malik, 2022). These threats 

are not only local, but can span across borders, requiring cross-border cooperation for effective 

handling. Apart from that, the phenomenon of telephone tapping from other countries is also a relevant 

issue in the context of national security (Luthfah, 2016:330;Sidenblad et al., 2023;Stokke & Kyaw, 

2024;Alswaiti et al., 2023). The presence of new threats like this requires adjustments and increased 

capacity in involving non-military elements in the defense and security system. Threats to human 

security are also an important focus in this paradigm shift (Anggoro, 2003: 2)(Wu & Long, 2022;Kentor 

et al., 2023;Wang, 2023). It is not only about the country's physical resilience, but also involves 

protecting citizens from various risks, including social conflict, natural disasters and threats to human 

rights. All of this creates an urgent need to develop more holistic defense and security strategies, capable 

of accommodating the diverse types of emerging threats (Owens, 2022). It is important to recognize 

that national defense and security systems need to continue to evolve in line with changes and the 

complexity of threats. Further integration efforts between military and non-military elements, cyber 
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capacity development, and international collaboration in overcoming cross-border threats are the keys 

to achieving optimal security in this modern era. 

The dynamics of the Universal People's Defense and Security System in the State Defense and 

Security System in Indonesia since the beginning of independence until the reform era reflects a 

complex journey and adapting to changing times and national security demands. Since independence in 

1945, Indonesia's defense and security system has undergone a substantial transformation. At the 

beginning of independence, the main focus of the national defense system was more military, 

considering that the challenges faced were efforts to defend independence from various threats, 

including military threats from external parties. Therefore, the Universal People's System is 

implemented to combine military and non-military aspects to achieve national defense and security 

goals. During the initial period of independence until the Old Order, the Universal People's System 

continued to evolve in response to political dynamics and national security. This concept continues to 

develop to overcome various emerging threats, including border issues and regional conflicts. However, 

the main focus is still on the military aspect as the main form of defense. During the New Order, the 

Universal People's System was integrated into the state's defense and security structure. Although it is 

still heavily influenced by military policy, non-military elements are also increasingly taken into 

account. Emphasis on political stability and internal security is a priority, especially in dealing with 

separatist and communist movements. The reform era that began in the late 1990s brought significant 

changes in the dynamics of the Universal People's System. These reforms reflect recognition of the 

complexity of modern threats that are not only military in nature. There has been increased attention to 

non-military aspects such as human security, radicalism, terrorism, as well as global issues such as 

cybercrime. The sustainability of the Universal People's System in the reform era reflects the 

government's efforts to adapt to new challenges and make national security a joint effort between the 

military, government and society. 

Throughout its journey, the dynamics of the Universal People's System in Indonesia reflect an 

adaptive response to changing strategic and security conditions. Non-military roles are increasingly 

strengthened, and the entire system seeks to become more holistic, integrating all components of society 

to achieve national defense and security goals. Based on the background description above, in this case 

the author must discuss the dynamics of the Universal People's Defense and Security System (Universal 

People's System) in the State Defense and Security System (Sishankamneg) in Indonesia from the 

beginning of independence to the reform era. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

The documentation study research method is a research approach that relies on analyzing and 

collecting data from various documents, notes, or other written materials (Sugiyono, 2018). This 

research does not involve direct interaction with research subjects, but rather focuses on the 

interpretation and analysis of various existing sources of information (Sugiyono, 2010). 

In conducting a documentation study, researchers collect documents that are relevant to the 

research topic. This can include books, journals, reports, archives, newspapers, and other official 

documents (Moleong, 2017). Once the documents are collected, researchers conduct in-depth analysis 

to identify patterns, trends, or findings that are relevant to the research question (Rosmayati, 2023). 

The main advantage of the documentation study method is its ability to explore events or topics 

historically, analyze long-term developments, and access information that may be difficult or 

impossible to obtain through other research. However, it should be noted that potential weaknesses 

include the researcher's lack of control over the availability and quality of the documents used. In 

addition, data interpretation can be influenced by the researcher's point of view (Nasution, 2003). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

National Defense System 
The definition of the National Defense System can be understood through the terminology used 

in Article 1 paragraph (2) of Law Number 3 of 2002 concerning National Defense. Clearly, the National 



Educenter: Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan 

Vol 3 No 2 Mei 2024 
 

 

Journal Homepage: https://jurnal.arkainstitute.co.id/index.php/educenter/index 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 122 

Defense System is described as a "universal" system. This means that this system involves all aspects 

and elements in it, and is implemented in a total, integrated, directed and sustainable manner. The 

implementation of the National Defense System includes the involvement of "all citizens", "regions" 

and "other national resources". This indicates that every citizen has a role in running this defense system, 

the integrity of the country's territory must be maintained, and national resources are an integral part of 

preparations to face various threats. It is important to note that the preparation of the National Defense 

System is not only reactive to emerging threats, but also preventive and proactive. This system was 

deliberately prepared from the start to "uphold state sovereignty", "national territorial integrity", and 

"safety of the entire nation from all threats". In other words, the National Defense System is not only 

the responsibility of the military sector or security forces alone. Rather, this is a shared responsibility 

of all elements of society, government and national resources to protect the nation's sovereignty, 

territory and safety. The principles of "total", "integrated", "directed", and "sustainable" are the main 

basis for implementing the National Defense System in order to maintain the security and sovereignty 

of the country. 

Based on the mandate of Article 30 paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of 

Indonesia, the implementation of defense and security is required to be subject to the Universal People's 

Defense and Security System, which is managed by the Indonesian National Army (TNI) and the State 

Police ( Polri) as the main force. Meanwhile, society is considered a supporting force in maintaining 

state security and sovereignty. This concept reflects the understanding that the success of a country's 

defense and security efforts does not only depend on formal security forces, such as the TNI and Polri, 

but also involves the active participation of the entire community. In this case, the government has 

formed two main institutions, namely the TNI and Polri, which have a central role in carrying out 

defense and security functions. However, the success of implementing the Universal People's System 

is not only determined by the TNI and Polri alone. Active involvement and support from the entire 

Indonesian nation is the key to success in carrying out this task. The implementation of the mandate of 

Article 30 paragraph (2) is realized through several statutory regulations, including Law Number 3 of 

2002 concerning National Defense, Law Number 2 of 2002 concerning National Police, and Law 

Number 34 of 2004 concerning Indonesian State Army. Even though there have been legislative efforts, 

there are still several problems related to the security concept regulated in Law Number 3 of 2002 

concerning National Defense. Further studies are needed to develop a better security concept, in line 

with the Improvement of the People's Defense and Security System (Universal People's System), as a 

basis for maintaining stability, security and state sovereignty. 

The operational pattern of Indonesia's Universal People's Defense and Security System ( Sistem 

Rakyat Semesta ) includes defense operational patterns, domestic security operational patterns, strategic 

intelligence operational patterns, and defense and security cooperation operational patterns in Southeast 

Asia (Suwito, 2017;Zahorulko, 2020;Mongwaketse, 1994;Moss et al., 2021). To realize this concept, 

Indonesia needs to have a universal national defense system, and this is what is realized in the National 

Defense and Security System (Sishankamnas), which is a historical milestone and national defense 

doctrine. 

The Universal People's System concept emphasizes the involvement of all components of 

society, maintaining territorial integrity, utilizing natural resources, and involving other facilities that 

have been prepared. In this way, the Universal People's System embodies defense integration, both 

military and non-military, so that this system becomes stronger, respected and has higher deterrence 

(Defense, 2015: 28). The nature of "early preparation" possessed by the Universal People's System 

shows that this system has been prepared from the start and continuously faces various threats that may 

arise. In addition, the "universal" nature of the Universal People's System emphasizes the involvement 

of the entire nation, driven by awareness of the "rights and responsibilities of the people," as well as the 

belief in "protecting and maintaining" the survival and territorial integrity of the Unitary State of the 

Republic of Indonesia led by the state under the Ministry Defense. Thus, the Universal People's System 

becomes a strong foundation for maintaining stability, security and sovereignty of the country. 

The function of organizing the National Defense System is not only limited to dealing with 

external military threats, but also involves handling internal conflicts (Indrawan, 2015: 84-96). To 
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achieve this, it is important to have awareness and a sense of responsibility from every citizen, which 

is based on a belief in collective strength and a spirit of never giving up (Rosikin, 2010: 23). 

Until now, Indonesia still adopts the National Defense System as the main approach in national 

defense and security policy. The National Defense System was selected as the only "system" on which 

the policy was based. The characteristics of the State Defense System are not much different from the 

Universal People's System, which includes democracy, universality and territorial aspects (Kennedy, 

2017: 71). The "populist" nature emphasizes that the interests of the people are the main priority, 

"universality" involves all national resources, and "territorial" includes all territories of the Unitary State 

of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI), both regarding domestic and regional threats (Yanti, 2014: 19). 

As regulated in Article 1 paragraph (3) of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia, 

Indonesia is declared a rule of law (rechtstaat), which means that in building national and state life, this 

country is based on the rule of law and not on power (macthsstaat ) (Siallagan, 2016: 131). The concept 

of the rule of law, according to Jimly Asshiddiqie, places law as the commander in chief in the dynamics 

of the state (Asshiddiqie, 2011). To create a state of law, civil law order is very important (Wijayanti, 

2016: 185). Ni'matul Huda also emphasized the importance of paying attention to the hierarchy of laws 

and regulations, where every regulation made must pay attention to the higher level of the hierarchy 

(Huda, 2006: 27-28). 

The Universal People's Defense and Security System (Universal People's System) in Indonesia 

has a hierarchy of laws and regulations which serve as the legal umbrella for its implementation. Some 

of these levels include: 

a. Preamble to the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia (UUD), which regulates state 

obligations and the main objectives of state defense and security, namely "protecting" the entire 

nation and "protecting" all of Indonesia's bloodshed. 

b. Article 30 paragraph (1) of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia, which determines 

the strategy, foundation and components of the security system. 

c. Law Number 2 of 2002 concerning State Police. 

d. Law Number 3 of 2002 concerning National Defense. 

e. Law Number 34 of 2004 concerning the Indonesian State Army. 

f. Law Number 23 of 2019 concerning Management of National Resources for National Defense. 

 

Development of the Universal People's System Post-Independence 

The Universal People's System has taken root and developed in Indonesia since the beginning 

of the national struggle after the proclamation of independence in 1945. The fighting spirit to defend 

the country's independence and sovereignty became the forerunner of the Kamra Western Hills Tower. 

This struggle process includes actions to restore national security, especially in the face of rebellions, 

separatist movements and other security disturbances. Based on the experience of the national struggle, 

the state formulated the State Defense and Security Doctrine (Hamkamrata) which was ratified in 1982 

through the Decree of the Minister of Defense and Security Skep/820/VII/1982. 12 July 1982. In 

addition, Law Number 20 of 1982 established the Universal People's System as the management system 

for the State Defense and Security Service. 

The universality of the Universal People's System reflects efforts to create conditions for 

national security in a very broad sense, involving various components to maintain stability and survive 

dynamic developments in all aspects of national and state life. 

During the New Order, the Universal People's System was realized as part of efforts to organize 

National Defense and Security with the aim of achieving national goals. This is regulated through Law 

Number 20 of 1981, which stipulates the priority of the "ABRI" Trained Community as a basic 

component and Community Protection as a special component (Indarti, 1994: 1-3). The Universal 

People's System is considered the key to ABRI's success in security operations, such as the strategy of 

forming militias in anti-insurgency (separatism) military campaigns (Kontras, 2006: 41). The 

understanding of ABRI at that time was built through a doctrine known as Catur Dharma Eka Karma 

(Cadek) in 1988, creating ABRI as an entity capable of creating itself. ABRI is also considered an 

institution that is united with the people, where the success of its military operations is determined by 
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the active participation of the entire community (Widjajanto, 2014: 12-13). Although in the end, many 

parties considered this operation to contain elements of violence. 

Reza's opinion shows that the formation of militias which were secretly supported by ABRI 

based on the Universal People's System concept increased attention to human rights violations in non-

international armed conflicts. According to him, the Universal People's System became the main 

strategy for national defense based on the experience of the physical revolution of "armed war" in the 

struggle for independence of the Republic of Indonesia (1945-1949), which was later recognized in the 

second amendment to Law no. The 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia (Reza, 2017: 155). 

Meanwhile, Article 4 paragraph (1) of Law Number 20 of 1982 states that the doctrine of the 

Universal People's System places "the people" as the source of state defense. At that time, the doctrine 

of the Universal People's System was proposed to be included in the amendments to the 1945 

Constitution by the Ad-hoc Committee I of the MPR Working Body. This has the potential to create 

military violence against the people, with impacts including: first, the loss of the guaranteed immunity 

rights of the "people" in the Geneva Convention. Second, the requirement of proportionality (calculation 

of losses) is ignored, where the character of "universality" gives full authority to the military to explore 

resources for the purposes of war, even though this should be considered a normal occurrence in the 

context of war. Third, the authority to declare war by a "democratic" government is not absolute 

(Widjajanto, 2014: 14). 

 

Post-Reformation Development of the Universal People's System 

In the reform era following the amendment to the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of 

Indonesia, the concept of the Universal People's System was still considered effective and maintained. 

Even though it was maintained, there was a shift in concept with the separation of the National Police 

from the TNI and their respective duties, as well as a change in terminology from Sihaneg to Total 

Defense, in accordance with the mandate in the Decree of the People's Consultative Assembly (Tap 

MPR) Numbers VI and VII of 2000 (Samego, 2018: 3) . According to Bambang, the two MPR Decrees 

have fundamental problems, namely (1) the black and white concept of defense and security which has 

implications for regional sovereignty and integrity, and (2) the narrowing of the meaning of security in 

society so that the police's duties become less comprehensive (Darmono, 2010: 20). However, on the 

other hand, it needs to be acknowledged that the two MPR decrees are the starting point for overhauling 

the security system in this reform era (A'raf Al A'raf, 2015: 35; Prihatono, 2006;Wang, 2023;Wulan, 

2020;Samborska, 2020;Terziev & Nichev, 2017;Alchemy & Melenchuk, 2022;Serohin et al., 2021). 

This shows significant changes in the concept and structure of Indonesia's national security after the era 

of reform and amendments to the 1945 Constitution. 

In this reform era, the role of society as a reserve component, especially in the context of non-

physical state defense (if there is no war), has experienced a shift. The implementation of national 

defense focuses more on "non-physical" aspects to shape the noble morals and personality of the nation 

and the nation's children (Umrah, 2019: 177). This reflects a change in focus from national security 

which is not only limited to the military aspect, but also to other aspects that are holistic and involve all 

elements of society. 

Clear legal regulations are needed to build an integrated security concept, which is reflected in 

the National Security Draft Law (RUU) (Djuyandi, 2014: 456). During the administration of President 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY), discussion of the National Security Bill was stopped. However, in 

the era of President Joko Widodo, precisely in 2014, discussions were resumed and were even included 

in the 2015 National Legislation Program (Prolegnas) by the Chairman of Commission I of the DPR, 

which at that time was Mahfudz Siddiq. However, Mahfudz stated that careful thinking is needed so 

that mistakes are not repeated. The National Security Bill continues to be debated both in the legislature 

and in society, especially regarding the tug-of-war between the TNI and Polri which has the potential 

to threaten multidimensional national security (Setyadi, 2014; Simanjuntak, 2020; Wulandari et al., 

2020). 

Article 3 of the National Security Bill emphasizes that the aim of implementing National 

Security is to create a safe situation for the nation and the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia, 
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both physically and mentally, for every individual citizen, community, government and state. This goal 

is designed to protect national interests and face various threats from both inside and outside. The 

National Security Bill is comprehensive and recognizes the need for safe conditions in all aspects of 

society (Elmawazini et al., 2022;Sahlan et al., 2022;Iie et al., 2006;Savin, 2020;Agoraki et al., 

2023;Turkey, 2022). Furthermore, Article 5 of the National Security Bill contains the scope of national 

security which includes human security, public security, internal security and external security (Ashton 

et al., 2021;Order, 2021;Chen, 2022;Stanciu, 2003;Jel et al., 2022;Bodnieks, 2022). Human security, as 

explained in Article 6, emphasizes the shared responsibility to protect human rights as an integral part 

of national security. Public security, as described in Article 7, places responsibility on the Police as an 

effort to maintain public security and order. Meanwhile, domestic security, as explained in Article 8, 

emphasizes the TNI's responsibility in maintaining territorial integrity and sovereignty. Finally, external 

security, as mentioned in Article 9, emphasizes the TNI's responsibility in preventing and suppressing 

military threats from outside. 

These basic provisions give authority to state apparatus, both TNI and Polri, to maintain 

national security by facing and responding to various types of threats that may arise. The National 

Security Bill details the responsibilities and roles of each security agency in achieving these goals, 

creating a robust and coordinated framework for national security. 

The combination of defense and security functions in the National Security Bill gives rise to 

complex dynamics, especially in the context of the relationship between the TNI and Polri. Previously, 

defense and security functions were regulated separately in the TNI Law and the Police Law, with clear 

authority for each institution. However, with the unification of functions in the National Security Bill, 

the potential for conflict and friction between the TNI and Polri becomes more likely to occur. 

Article 5 of the TNI Law stipulates that the TNI plays a role as an instrument of the state in the 

field of defense, while Article 2 of the National Police Law stipulates that the police function is one of 

the functions of the state government police in the field of maintaining security and public order. This 

unification creates ambiguity regarding the role of each institution in the national security context. 

The National Security Bill recognizes the role of the TNI and Polri as elements of national 

security, together with other non-ministerial state institutions. The mention of the TNI and Polri together 

with other state institutions creates a coordinated framework for handling threats to national security. 

However, issues surrounding the merger of the functions of the TNI and Polri remain the focus of 

debate. The process of discussing the National Security Bill at the DPR level is still ongoing, and while 

the public hopes that it will be passed soon, careful efforts are needed to resolve sensitive issues that 

arise as a result of the unification of defense and security functions. Given this dynamic, it is important 

to achieve a good balance in determining the role of the TNI and Polri in facing national security 

challenges. 

Ultimately, national security policy includes various main objectives that are detailed and 

integrated (Huangfu, 2021;Vergara-perucich, 2021;Silitonga & Rony, 2021;Bebbington et al., 

2018;Srivastava, 2023). According to Sulistiyo, there are at least five main objectives in national 

security policy. First, as a guarantee for the state from all forms of threats. Second, to increase the 

effectiveness and optimize security administration. Third, as a guideline in maintaining national security 

in its implementation. Fourth, as a means of domestic consensus. And fifth, to increase trust and security 

cooperation (security relations) (Sulistyo et al, 2009: 168). 

According to Barry Buzan, the success of national security policy can be measured by a 

country's ability to integrate military power, economy, advanced technology, political stability and 

social life in an integrated and efficient manner (Qin et al., 2023;Zhu et al., 2024;Polverino et al., 

2022;Kim & Kim, 2022;Bobadilla et al., 2022). In other words, a successful national security policy is 

one that is able to create national prosperity through good coordination between various aspects of state 

life (Buzan, 2008; Hermawan, 2007:35). Indirectly, national security policy not only aims to protect the 

country from threats, but also becomes the basis for improving social welfare and domestic security 

(Dawson, 2020;Boongaling & Azcuna, 2022;Krykunet al., 2021;Sjamsoeddin et al., 2023). 
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According to the provisions of Law Number 1 of 2002 Number 3 concerning National Defense, 

the components of the National Defense Force are divided into 3 components, namely the main 

component is the Indonesian National Army which is prepared to carry out defense tasks, and the 

reserve component is prepared to support the main component. Mobilization of national resources is 

meant by "mobilization" to expand and strengthen the strength and capabilities of the main and 

supporting forces, and is a national resource that can be used to increase the strength and capabilities of 

the country. main force and reserve force. Therefore, the defense and security force components based 

on Law no. Law Number 20 of 1982 is included in Law Number 2. 3. Regarding national defense. 

 
Figure 1. Components of National Defense Force (RI Law No. 3/2002) 

In this way, the TNI has confirmed its important role as one of the main components of national 

defense. Meanwhile, the National Police, TNI, and special forces/community protection have become 

vital reserve forces through a well-planned recruitment and training system. Support from national 

resources and national infrastructure is an integral part in strengthening the entire national defense 

system. With strong cooperation between all of these components, Indonesia can ensure that security 

and sovereignty are well maintained amidst current global dynamics. 
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Figure 2. System Dynamics Research Model of the Universal People's System of the Indonesian 

Defense and Security System 

This diagram is a research model that describes the development and implementation of the 

Universal People's Defense and Security System (Universal Defense System) in Indonesia. This 

diagram is structured into three main categories: "Post-Reformation Development of the Universal 

Defense System," "State Defense System," and "Post-Independence Development of the Universal 

Defense System." In the category "Development of the Universal Defense System Post-Reformation," 

there are several topics discussed, such as changes to the concept of the Universal Defense System after 

reform, separation of duties of the National Police and TNI, implementation of total defense, challenges 

and problems in implementation, as well as the force components in the Universal Defense System. The 

"State Defense System" category includes university aspects in the State Defense System, components 

and structure of the State Defense System, the role of society, as well as the relationship between the 

State Defense System and the 1945 Constitution. Meanwhile, in the category "Post-Independence 

Development of the Universal Defense System," the topics discussed includes the history of the 

formation of the Universal Defense System, implementation during the New Order era, the influence 

of Catur Dharma Eka Karma, as well as evaluation and criticism of the Universal Defense System 

during independence. This model describes how various aspects of the Universal Defense System have 

developed and been implemented in various periods of Indonesian history, as well as showing the 

relationship between various components in the national defense and security system. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Indonesia, with the State Defense System as the foundation of national defense and security 

policy, still maintains characteristics that are not much different from the Universal People's Defense 

and Security System (Universal People's System). This concept has unique characteristics in national 

defense politics that need to continue to be maintained and developed. Several things can be developed 

and proposed to strengthen this concept: Firstly, the integration of all societal components—including 

the private sector, academia, and community organizations—should be actively enhanced. This broader 

participation can enrich national defense efforts and foster a more resilient society. Secondly, the 

Defense and Security Doctrine must be updated to reflect current realities. The Hamkamrata doctrine, 

ratified in 1982, requires modernization to address contemporary challenges. Input from defense 

experts, community leaders, and other stakeholders will be crucial in this process. Thirdly, 

strengthening deterrence through modernization and capability enhancement in sectors such as 

technology and human resources is vital. A robust deterrent capability will ensure that the Universal 

People's System remains effective in safeguarding the nation. Lastly, the Universal People's System 
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must adapt to new and emerging threats, including cyber and non-conventional threats. Developing 

capabilities in cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and information technology is essential to counter 

these modern challenges. 

Suggestions for progressing the Universal People's System concept are to actively involve all 

relevant parties, carry out periodic evaluations to ensure linkages with global dynamics, and continue 

to optimize the role and involvement of society in maintaining national security. Thus, this concept will 

remain relevant and effective in facing growing challenges. For educational contexts, these insights 

highlight the need for integrating national defense education into curricula, promoting public awareness 

of national security issues, and preparing future generations to contribute to national defense efforts. 
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